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                        For Immediate Release 





     Honor Flight Rochester, Inc.
    A “hub” in the national                          P.O. Box 23581                   

      Honor Flight Network                      Rochester, NY 14692    
Honor Flight Rochester Welcomes Home Contingent of Korean War Veterans
Large crowd expected for Father’s Day Sunday Mission 35 celebration
Honor Flight Rochester is now escorting more Korean War veterans to Washington, D.C. to visit the memorials erected in their honor.  Mission 35, this Sunday, June 15, will consist of 38 veterans who served during the conflict on Korean Peninsula. The war essential pitted the free-world against communist expansion in the 1950s.  
Also on Mission 35 are seven World War II veterans and one veteran who served in both World War II and the Korean War.  The 44 men and two women veterans on Mission 35 served their country in the U.S. Army (31), U.S. Navy (7), U.S. Air Force (4), U.S. Marines (3) and U.S. Merchant Marines (1).  

The Korean War started on June 25, 1950 when North Korea invaded South Korea.  United States troops, as part of a United Nations force, aided South Korea.  The war lasted until an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953.  About 1.7 million Americans served during the Korean War.  The U.S. casualties were 54,246 killed, 103,284 wounded, 7,140 captured and 8,177 reported as missing.  The mantra of the Korean War is “Freedom Is Not Free.”
Mission 35 arrives on Father’s Day and typically draws a large crowd of flag-waving children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren on hand to welcome home their heroes. 

DATE: Sunday, June 15, 2014.
WELCOME CELEBRATION - Approximately between 12 noon and 12:15 p.m.
FLIGHT:  Southwest Airlines Flight #514.
SCHEDULE FLIGHT ARRIVAL TIME:  11:15 a.m. (Sunday, June 15, 2014). 
Please note: It takes 30-45 minutes to help the veterans disembark.  
WHERE:  Greater Rochester International Airport.

RECEPTION:  A public welcome home reception follows immediately in the 1st floor at the International Room beneath Concourse A.   
EMCEE: Rebecca Leclair, WHEC-TV 10.

KEYNOTE VETERAN SPEAKER: Vice-president, Operations Honor Flight Rochester, John Burns, U.S. Navy veteran. 
COLOR GUARD: U.S. Navy Reserve Color Guard, Chief Petty Officer Chris Flores.
MUSIC: Gates Keystone Pipes and Drums.
SPECIAL GUEST: Harmonica Pete Dupre’.
HONOR GUARD: Patriot Guard Riders, Vietnam Veterans Chapter 20, and Monroe County American Legion.
DEPARTURE:  Saturday, June 14, 2014 – Honor Flight Rochester Mission 35 departs Greater Rochester International Airport at 6:30 a.m. The veterans and their guardians begin arriving at 4 a.m.

John Burns Biography

John Burns graduated Aquinas in 1973. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy and sailed on the USS John King to the Mediterranean as part of NATO forces.  His service record spans 22 years as a Navy recruiter, where he enlisted more than 200 men and women into service. Burns received the Gold Wreath with 10 stars for Excellence and the Navy Achievement medal.  He earned a Naval Unit Citation in support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm.
In 2011, John was appointed Vice President of Operations for Honor Flight Rochester. He flew as Guardian for his father, Navy Signalman 3rd class, Ed Burns Jr. in 2010 on Mission 9. He is here, this Father’s Day, to share his experience as guardian for his dad.
#     #     #
Honor Flight Rochester.      Please Join Us – Generously.       All THEY did… was save the world! 
Honor Flight Rochester (www.honorflightrochester.org) – one of 100 established hubs in the national Honor Flight Network – is a not-for-profit, fully-volunteer organization with a goal of taking every World War II, Korean War, or Vietnam veteran who otherwise would or could not go, to visit and reflect together at Washington D.C. Memorials built in their honor. The two-day trip is free to all World War II, Korean or Vietnam veterans and to veterans of any era who suffer a terminal illness.  Rochester’s flying season is April to October.  More than a 1,582 veterans have now flown from Rochester since the local organization began full scale flights in early 2009. 
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