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For Immediate Release:   





 
    Honor Flight Rochester, Inc.

    A “hub” in the national               
  P.O. Box 23581            

     Honor Flight Network                   Rochester, NY 14692
Fact Sheet
Honor Flight Rochester:

· Honor Flight Rochester (www.HonorFlightRochester.org) is one of 100 established hubs in the national Honor Flight Network.
· Honor Flight Rochester was formed in July 2008 by Vince Hope, Col. Edwin Mench, Peter Glennon and Jeff Gould. 
· HFR has now escorted 1,628 WWII, Korean and Vietnam War veterans on 35 Missions from Western NY to visit their Memorials in Washington D.C. 
· The two-day HFR trip is free to all World War II, Korean War or Vietnam veterans and also to veterans of any era who suffer a terminal illness.  
· HFR is accepting applications from Korean War veterans.

· Each HFR Mission takes about 45 to 50 veterans on each trip.
· 
HFR is the only Honor Flight east of Kansas that plans a two-day trip.

· Veterans typically fly in the order in which their applications are received. Medical priorities are the exception. 
· Each seat on Rochester’s Honor Flight costs $500. Community donations ensure that VETERANS PAY NOTHING. Guardians, who accompany each veteran, are asked to contribute $300 toward their own expense. HFR underwrites the difference for these working members of the “flight crew.”  
· The 2014 spring schedule:

· Mission 36 June 28 - 29, 2014
· Mission 37 Sept. 6 - 7, 2014
· Mission 38 Sept. 27 - 28 2014
· Mission 39 Oct. 18 - 19, 2014
Honor Flight Network:
· The Honor Flight Network is a non-profit, fully-volunteer organization with a goal of taking every World War II, Korean War or Vietnam veteran who otherwise would not or could not go, and who wants to fly, to Washington DC to visit Memorials built in their honor. 
· The national Honor Flight organization was formed by Earl Morse, a physician’s assistant and retired Air Force pilot. In 2004, he was working for the VA in Springfield, Ohio when the WWII Memorial was dedicated.  In spring 2005 he and 5 former Air Force Veterans leased 6 small planes at their own expense and flew 12 WWII veterans on what would be America’s first Honor Flight.
· Since then more than 100,000 Veterans have experienced “the gift of an Honor Flight.”
Information on Memorials 
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United States in World War II and The National World War II Memorial, Washington, D.C.
· Construction began September 4, 2001.
· The memorial opened to the public on April 29, 2004.

· It was dedicated on Saturday, May 29, 2004. 
· Approximately 16 million men and women served in the US Military (Dec. 7, 1941 – Dec. 31, 1946).
· Approximate casualties: 416,000 killed; 671,000 wounded; 78,000 missing or unaccounted for.
· Across the country, more than 1,000 WWII veterans pass away EACH DAY! 
The Korean War Veterans Memorial, Washington, D.C.  ‘Freedom is not Free.’
· The memorial was dedicated July 27, 1995, the 42nd anniversary of the armistice that ended hostilities. 
·  It is located in Washington, D.C.'s West Potomac Park, southeast of the Lincoln Memorial and just south of the Reflecting Pool on the National Mall.

· The Korean War started on June 25, 1950 between North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) and South Korea (Republic of Korea), when North Korea invaded South Korea. 
· The war lasted until an armistice was signed on July 27, 1953, and as a result a Korean Demilitarized Zone was established.
· 1,789,000 Americans served during the Korean War
· Approximate casualties: 
· Dead - United States: 54,246, United Nations: 628,833
· Wounded – United States: 103,284, United Nations: 1,064,453
· Captured – United States: 7,140, United Nations: 92,970.
· Missing – United States: 8,177; United Nations: 470,267
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington, D.C. 
· The memorial, located between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, was dedicated November 13, 1982. 
· It originally had 58,195 names inscribed on the wall.  More have been added. 
· November 1984 – The Three Soldiers statue is dedicated.

· November 11, 1993 – Vietnam Women's Memorial is dedicated.

· The United States involvement in the Vietnam is listed as November 1, 1955 – April 30, 1975. (About 19 ½ years).

· Approximately 8.2 million servicemen and women are considered "Vietnam Era Veterans." Of these 2.59 million are reported to have served in Vietnam proper. 
· Approximate casualties: 
· Dead – United States: 58,282

· Wounded – United States: 303,644

· Captured – United States: 779

· Missing – United States: 2,646 (originally). Revised: 1,664.
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Honor Flight Rochester.      Please Join Us – Generously.       All THEY did… was save the world! 
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