
Democrat and Chronicle 11/18/2013 Page : A04

Copyright © 2013 Democrat and Chronicle 11/18/2013 November 18, 2013 4:45 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page

Page 4A Monday, November 18, 2013 DemocratandChronicle.com

ROCNews

Cathlo Morton looked
like she just finished
skateboarding and was
headed to a paint-ball
game. Her protective
gear, cobbled together
from various sports, actu-
ally had her looking like
her favorite character
from a children’s video-
game.

But she barely turned a
head Sunday morning as
Astronomicon 12, the sci-
fi, fantasy and anime con-
vention was in its third
day at the Radisson Roch-
ester Riverside.

“This is a science fic-
tion convention for fans
by fans,” said the 24-year-
old Rochester resident,
who has grown up at what
aficionados call “cons.”

Her parents brought
her to the event when she
was a toddler, and she said
she hasn’t missed one
since. For the past two
years, she served as a vol-
unteer coordinator for the
event.

More than 200 people
attended the convention,
which to some extent was
indistinguishable from
anything that would draw
a suit-and-tie crowd:
speakers well-known in
their field and breakout
sessions in such topics as
writing, comics, comput-
er gaming and parenting
(including reading sci-
ence fiction to your kids).

“We don’t discriminate
against anyone,” said
Morton, dressed as Sgt.
Calhoun from Wreck-It
Ralph. “People come in
normal clothes.”

Normal for Victorian
England, that is.

Midori Hirtzel Church,
43, of Buffalo, wore a long
skirt, corset and mad-sci-
entist goggles perched
over the brim of her hat.
“Instead of laser guns and
flying saucers and space-
ships, you have steam-
powered clockwork and
horse-drawn carriages.” 

Steam punk grew out
of a 1980s cyberpunk
movement, she said.
“There’s a joke going
around that steam punk is
what happened when
Goths discovered the col-
or brown. 

“Whether or not that’s
true, I don’t know.”
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Convention
brings out
sci-fi fans 

GO DEEPER ON
DIGITAL
Click on the story at Demo-
cratandChronicle.com for a
video on Rochester Astrono-
micon 12.

More than 200
have fun at the
three-day event
Patti Singer
Staff writer

Honor Flight Roches-
ter, the local group that
has escorted almost 1,500
veterans from western
New York to visit memori-

als in the
Washington,
D.C., area,
has a new
president.

Richard
Stewart,
who has
been a vol-
unteer with
the group
from Pen-

feld, was named president
by the board of directors
of the local chapter. He
succeeds Edwin E.
Mench, who recently died
after a long illness.

The change was an-
nounced Sunday. “We
chose Rich based on his
tenure and experience
with Honor Flight and his

knowledge of our flight
customers and his admin-
istrative skills,” said Rick
Meier, spokesman for the
local Honor Flight.

Stewart, 65, recently
retired as executive di-

rector of Legacy Senior
Communities and previ-
ously held management
positions with Motorola,
Aramark and Genesee
Hospital. 

He has been involved

with Honor Flight Roch-
ester since its inaugural
flight in 2008, and has
been on the board since
2010. 

Rochester is one of
about 100 established

hubs in the national Honor
Flight Network, which is a
nonprofit volunteer or-
ganization with the goal of
providing a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., for World
War II, Korean War and

Vietnam War veterans.
The Rochester chapter

has escorted 1,492 veter-
ans, with more than 400
veterans awaiting a trips. 
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Honor Flight Rochester names local man president
James Goodman
Staff writer
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