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HFR Assists Area Veteran on Special “Their Last Chance” Honor Flight This Weekend

Emotional Homecoming Expected Sunday, Oct. 6 for Vietnam War vet.

U.S. Army Warrant Officer C. Richard Bauer, a Vietnam War medevac helicopter pilot, will be traveling to Washington D.C. on a special “Their Last Chance” (TLC) Honor Flight this weekend October 4 – 6 under the auspices of the National Honor Flight Network and in conjunction with Honor Flight Rochester (HFR).  Mr. Bauer is a resident at the Veterans’ Administration Hospital in Canandaigua, NY.
The TLC program (http://www.honorflight.org/programs/tlc.cfm) was established for veterans of any era who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness and who may not be able to go on an Honor Flight when it is time for their era to go. 
Mr. Bauer will depart from the Greater Rochester- International Airport on Friday, October 4 at 4 p.m. (5:45 p.m. flight to Baltimore, Md.). Mr. Bauer will meet up with other TLC participants in Washington, D.C.  As with all Honor Flights, the veteran flies free of charge. Southwest Airlines is covering the cost of the tickets. HFR is covering the cost of an Honor Flight guardian, a volunteer who will accompany Mr. Bauer for the weekend. 

He will receive a welcome home celebration following his arrival at the Greater Rochester-International Airport at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, October 6.
“Honor Flight Rochester (www.honorflightrochester.org) is proud to assist Warrant Office Richard Bauer in participating in the TLC program,” said HFR Vice President of Operations John Burns. “Once in Washington they follow the same itinerary as the regular Honor Flight Rochester veterans follow – visits to Arlington National Cemetery and the Memorials honoring World War II, Korean War and Vietnam War veterans.” 

The term medevac helicopter is used to describe helicopters which are used for medical evacuation.

Medevac helicopters played a critical role in the Vietnam War as the first steps of critical care could be administered immediately.  This meant a reduction in the mortality rate of patients who arrived at field hospitals.  Medevac helicopters were unarmed and marked with the Red Cross insignia on the front, bottom and on each door. In Vietnam, the enemy ignored the Red Cross and regularly tried to shoot them down.  This resulted in many acts of bravery and high losses among medevac pilots. 
“We encourage all who are able on Sunday October 6 to come to the Greater Rochester- International Airport to welcome home Warrant Officer Richard Bauer,” said Burns. 

(MORE)

Welcome TLC Honor Flight: Sunday, October 6, 2013.  
Flight:  Southwest Airlines Flight # 322 
Arrival time:  Approximately 11:15 a.m. (Sunday, October 6, 2013). 

Where:  Greater Rochester International Airport.

Departure: Friday, October 4, at 4 p.m.  

#     #     #
Honor Flight Rochester.      Please Join Us – Generously.       All THEY did… was save the world! 
*****

Honor Flight Rochester (www.honorflightrochester.org) – one of 100 established hubs in the national Honor Flight Network – is a not-for-profit, fully-volunteer organization with a goal of taking every World War II, Korean War, or Vietnam veteran who otherwise would or could not go, to visit and reflect together at Washington D.C. Memorials built in their honor. The two-day trip is free to all World War II, Korean or Vietnam veterans and to veterans of any era who suffer a terminal illness.  Rochester’s flying season is April to October.  More than a 1,448 veterans have now flown from Rochester since the local organization began full scale flights in early 2009. 
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